To all parents, carers and supporters of Leamington Junior Netball

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you.  My name is Jan Thomas and I am Leamington netballs’ Safeguarding Officer.  I am a life-time member of the Club and have been involved as a player, umpire, coach, tester and mentor for over 35 years.
Leamington netball takes very seriously its Duty of Care to all members and supporters, and especially to our U16’s.  To ensure we comply with all recommended guidelines and procedures, a number of years ago we were awarded Clubmark at GOLD standard.  Within the last two months we have been reassessed and again the standard we obtained was GOLD.

Clubmark is Sport England’s national accreditation for a child friendly, quality and well structured club for young people.  It also ensures that the management and development of all members is structured and maintained.  It is essential for us to have this recognition if we apply for grants or work with schools in partnership 

My role as Safeguarding Officer is to ensure that the club adheres to all requirements and that the young club members have a point of contact if they have any concerns regarding equity, child protection issues (e.g. bullying) or inappropriate behaviour by others (e.g. coaches, umpires or supporters)
I am presently preparing a short introduction of my role and who I am to distribute to all young members, and within the body of this is the appropriate behaviour we expect from players, coaches, umpires and supporters. The Club has a code of conduct for players, officials and supporters and this will also be distributed to all relevant individuals with my introduction letter.

The e-mail below is from the Coventry and Warwickshire junior netball committee and I would appreciate if you would please adhere to the contents.

Netball and all those involved in the game is a wonderful platform from which everyone can gain self-esteem, life skills and friendships.  It is our aim to ensure that within the control of Leamington netball, this is also a safe and enjoyable sport to be involved in.

Kind Regards
Jan Thomas

Hi everyone,

Just a reminder, we owe our juniors a duty of care and particular responsibility is that extended to the Umpires.

So please be respectful of juniors when they are on court playing, if the ball is in play down one end of the court and you are trying to "cross" the Court to get to another court or exit, then please stay off the Court and only pass the court behind the back line when the ball is up the other end.

Can you all please notify your club reps. of this on the day, and ensure all your spectators and kids parents are policed accordingly.  It is not acceptable to walk on Court when the girls are playing this could cause a nasty injury.  

If Parents or Spectators do not adhere to this, or continue to impede the umpires when they are running the lines, then they can be asked to leave or the team they support can be penalised we do not want that but surely it is common sense not to walk on Court when kids are playing.

Try and ensure that there is a free court in between the playing games so that the Spectators can stand and watch with some space.

Anne-Marie Stanford (on behalf of Coventry and Warwickshire Netball)
